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Notes from Jacki
Many of you have recently had or will soon have your first meeting of the year!  Our 
office is interested in better supporting our 4-H volunteers and families.  

4-H Club visits!! 
Our 4-H staff and county level boards would love to visit your club!  

To make the most of our time with your clubs, we would each like to offer to bring 
information, equipment, and/or an activity.  Topics we suggest include online enrollment, 
4-H projects, older youth opportunities, or ice breakers to name a few.

I have a question- who do I ask?

Office Hours
Ag Center business hours.  
Monday- Thursday
9:00 am – Noon
1:00  – 4:30 pm

  
   I wish you all a beautiful February!!

Sally
Hennessy.83@osu.edu 
4-H STEM
4-H School Enrichment

Julie
Mackey.181@osu.edu 
AQCA
Club Financials
4-H Projects

Jacki
Baca.30@osu.edu 
Club Management
Volunteer Management
Older Youth opportunities
4-H Camp

Sherry
Lacko-chutes.1@osu.edu 
4-H CARTEENS

Please note, we currently do not have front office staff.  Please call 
ahead or schedule a time with the staff member you need to 
speak with to ensure we are available to assist.

If you stop by  and the OSU Extension office is closed due to 
programming, you may drop off paperwork or return equipment 
using the drop box and table to the right of our office door.

Endowment Board
County fundraising
Grants
Scholarships

Educational Board
4-H Schools
Skillathon
Animal Project 
Book Evaluation

Advisory Board
Recruitment
Volunteer Training
Officer Training
Awards & Recognition

Jr. Fair Board
Jr. Fair week
Animal tagging 
& weigh-in

mailto:Hennessy.83@osu.edu
mailto:Mackey.181@osu.edu
mailto:Baca.30@osu.edu
mailto:Lacko-chutes.1@osu.edu


https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-endowment






http://v2.4honline.com/
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/For%20Families_BriefEnrollment2%20%281%29.pdf
mailto:baca.30@osu.edu


County News
4-H Club Officer Training
4-H Club Officers and any youth interested in running for a club officer position 
will have one in-person opportunity and an online opportunity to learn more 
about important leadership positions!

In-Person Training - Wednesday, April 9, 2025, 6:00-8:00 pm at the TBD

In-person training will offer youth to attend the following:
• Annual 4-H Update
• Club Officer Workshop 

To register for this year’s training please click on the blue title of the training 
listed on the schedule on the next page.  This will automatically direct you to 
our online registration.  

On-line Training
To register for the online training course visit: 
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e8NPPYsrarRi7b0

You will receive an e-mail with a link specific to you.  Be sure to follow 
the instructions provide in the video you will watch when registering 
for this course.  Once you have registered, you will be able to select 
the office or offices you would like to learn more about.  Options will 
include:

• President
• Vice President
• Secretary
• Treasurer

• News Reporter
• Health
• Safety
• Recreation
• Community Service

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_e8NPPYsrarRi7b0






County News
Project Guides
Project Guides are a fantastic resource for 
information on all things Ohio 4-H!  These will 
arrive in all returning 4-H family mailboxes in 
December/January!!  Additional copies are 
available at the 4-H office.

Project Books
May be ordered several ways:
• Orders placed online mailed directly to 

family address.  
• Purchase directly from our office
• Club orders placed through our office.  

Clubs may submit an order to our office by 
completing the project order form.  (Must 
pay with a club check to receive tax 
exemption)

Direct purchases from our office is the best price 
AND our office receives a portion of the sale.

Project Book Prices
From our office:
Project Books- 
 Generally, $9.00 each plus tax

Resource Books- 
 Range from $11 - $22 plus tax

All prices can be found listed in the 
2025 Project Guide.  Click on the 
picture of the guide above to view this 
year’s guide.

4-H Project Skill Level Codes
Pages 34-38 of the Project Guide provides a 
complete list of 4-H projects.  Please, note, 
each project is targeted towards skill level and 
age and experience level.

X = A project appropriate for all skill and age levels
B = A beginning level project for members with no 
experience in project area, or 8 to 10 years old
I – An intermediate level project for members with 
some experience in project area, or 11 to 13
A = An advanced level project for members 
experienced in a project area, or 14 or older

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2025%20Volunteer%20Order%20Form%20number%20order%20fillable.pdf
https://ohio4h.org/projectguide?_gl=1%2A1yvsry%2A_gcl_au%2AMTc3MjE3ODc2MS4xNzI5NTQ3NTY4%2A_ga%2AMTgzMzE4Mzg3OS4xNjk4MDcxMTIz%2A_ga_09WC99HMPE%2AMTczNTg2NjY4Mi43NjUuMS4xNzM1ODY2ODY5LjM5LjAuMA..


County News
Assuring Quality Care of Animals- AQCA

1. Any youth exhibiting AND housing an animal at the Lorain County Jr. fair is REQUIRED to attend 
an Assuring Quality Care of Animals (AQCA) program.

 Deadline to meet this requirement is June 1, 2025. 

The Assuring Quality Care of Animals (AQCA) program teaches youth the ten Good Production 
Practices (GPP’S).  GPP’s are on a three-year rotation.  A youth member will have completed all ten 
GPP’s if they attend three years of programming consecutively.  While the GPP’s are directly 
targeting market and lactating animals, most of the information taught is directly related to care 
for all animals.  

2. All Lorain County Jr. Fair animals housed on the fairgrounds fair week are required to complete and 
turn in a Drug Use Notification Form (DUNF) prior to check-in.  Swine and fowl will complete their 
DUNF at check-in.

3. All DUNF forms will be completed electronically. The electronic completion is a new requirement 
of Ohio Department of Agriculture and will replace the paper copies used in the past.  

A paper DUNF is required to be completed and turned in when any medication is administered fair 
week, after the electronic form has been submitted.  These forms will be available at the Jr. Fair Board 
office.  This ensures consistent record keeping and allows the fair vet to ID potential barn outbreaks

How may I meet the 2025 AQCA Requirements?

1. Test-out option
2. In-person simulation event
3. Online YQCA course
4. Attend an approved state program.

It is recommended that youth with fewer than three years completed in an animal 
project attend the in-person training. 

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2025%20Volunteer%20Order%20Form%20number%20order%20fillable.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2025%20Volunteer%20Order%20Form%20number%20order%20fillable.pdf


County News
What can I expect from the in-person AQCA program?
Registration is online.  Each session is limited to 150 youth.
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4HGVarT6NGFgx38

Fee The in-person program is free!!

Check-in Youth will check-in upon arrival at the session and receive their activity 
form.  YOUTH MUST BE REGISTERED TO PARTICIPATE.  

Participation Youth will rotate through hands-on stations with a group leader.  The group 
leader and station facilitators provide direction and assist youth in completing the task 
required at each station. 

Completion Once all stations are completed, and dependent on youth’s age and 
experience with animal project, youth use their activity form to complete a final 
worksheet.  Completed activity forms and final worksheet will be turned in for proof of 
completion.  AQCA completion certificates will be e-mailed this year!!!

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4HGVarT6NGFgx38


County News
Assuring Quality Care of Animals- AQCA continued…

How do I register for the online YQCA training?

Registration- visit https://yqcaprogram.org/ and click on the register/sign in button. 

Fee- Cost is $12 per person paid online.  All funds remain with YQCA national program.

Participation- Youth must complete all training modules for their age group.  There is a 
quiz to be completed once you have gone through all of the required modules.  This quiz 
must be passed in order to receive your completion certificate.  

Completion- You will be e-mailed a completion certificate.  This completion certificate 
MUST be e-mailed to Julie Mackey, Area 4 AQCA coordinator at mackey.181@osu.edu 

Equine Safety Training and Educational Program

EquiSTEP program covers:
Section 1: Head (Helmet Safety)
Section 2: Hands (Equine Safety & Handling)
Section 3: Health (Equine Health & Nutrition)
Section 4: Heart (Sportsmanship)
There is a quiz at the end.

EquiSTEP course may accessed HERE.
Please note that families with multiple children must use a different email for each 
child.

https://yqcaprogram.org/
mailto:mackey.181@osu.edu
https://yqcaprogram.org/
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A




4-H Advisory Board
4-H Advisory Board

Celebrate Ohio 4-H Week with Us - We’re Beyond Ready for Ohio 4-H Week!
Ohio 4-H Week is right around the corner and Lorain County 4-H is Beyond Ready! Join us 
March 2-8 as we celebrate the impact of 4-H and recognize the youth, volunteers, 
professionals, and friends who help our County 4-H thrive.

This year’s daily themes:
Service Sunday – give a shout-out to a fantastic 4-H volunteer
4-H Memory Monday – share your favorite 4-H memory with a friend
Teamwork Tuesday – each out to your 4-H team and let them know they are appreciated
Wear Green Wednesday – wear your 4-H green with pride 
Thriving Thursday – invite a friend or two to join us for Lorain County 4-H Open House!
    March 6, 2025, 6:00-8:00 pm at New Russia Township Lodge
Pay it Forward Friday – consider making a gift to Lorain County 4-H
Share it Saturday – 4-H makes the best better share why you love 4-H with others

How can you and your club celebrate 4-H week?
• If you haven’t already, Complete your online enrollment for 2025
• Invite a friend to a club meeting
• Share and comment on the daily 4-H Week social media posts
• Work with a local library or business to create a display promoting 4-H
• Plan and conduct a special service project for your local community
• Encourage your club and local businesses to make a donation to the Lorain County 4-h 

Endowment

Through 4-H, youth participate in hands-on, experiential learning activities that help them 
grow into caring, competent, confident leaders of tomorrow, all while having fun and 
forming friendships that will last a lifetime!

The next 4-H Advisory Board meeting will be 
February 19, 2025, 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee




4-H Educational Board

The 4-H Educational Board provides oversight of youth educational efforts.  
Membership consists of 9 board members and teen ambassadors.  Events that 
the 2025 Advisory Board will focus on includes but is not limited to 4-H Event 
requests, Animal Schools, Skillathon, and Committee meetings.

4-H Educational Board

The next 4-H Educational Board meeting will be 
February 17, 2025, 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.

Date School Tracks Location

May 3 Horse School Saddle Horse, Mini 
Equine, Draft Horse

Lorain County 
Fairgrounds

May 17 Small Animal School Dog, Rabbit, Fowl, Cavy, 
Cat

Lorain County 
Fairgrounds

June 14 Large Animal School Beef, Goat (Markey, 
Dairy, Pack), Sheep, 
Swine, Dairy Cattle

Lorain County 
Fairgrounds

4-H Animal Schools

Date Skillathon Project Areas Location

July 7 Large Animal Skillathon Beef, Dairy, Goat, 
Horse, Sheep, Swine

New Russia Township 
Lodge

July 8 Ag/Still Life & FCS 
Skillathon

Culinary, Sewing, 
Shooting Sports 

New Russia Township 
Lodge

July 9 Small Animal Skillathon Cat, Cavy, Dog, Fowl, 
Rabbit

New Russia Township 
Lodge

4-H Skillathon



4-H Educational Board

Put your ideas together and submit a 
4-H event request to the
 4-H Educational Board!!

The next 4-H Educational Board meeting will be 
February 17, 2025, 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.

Calling all 4-H Clubs and Volunteers interested in offering fun 
hands-on educational event(s), show(s), or series for our 4-H youth.  

One-time events or Shows*
Does your club bring in project-based guest speakers or host one-time 
project-based meetings?  Have you considered opening these up to any 
Lorain County 4-H youth enrolled in the same projects?  This type of offer 
could serve as a leadership, community service, or fundraising event and 
earn your club additional points towards banner club.   

Short Series of project-based lessons 
This is referred to as a 4-H special interest (SPIN) club or SPARK club.  It is a 
short-term group of youth led by official 4-H volunteers that use hands-on 
group learning to educate and engage youth on one specific topic of 
interest.

Submit an event request to host either of the above options.  This ensures 
that your event(s) are included on our 4-H insurance policies and are 
advertised to our 4-H community.  

Funding opportunities are offered through the 4-H Educational Board and 
the 4-H Endowment Board should you be interested.  Refer to the county 
event request form for additional details.  

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/4H_Advisory_Committee/County-Wide%20Event%20Request%20Steps%20and%20Forms_0.pdf




https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Ohio%204-H%20Volunteer%20Application%20for%202023_3.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Background%20Check%20Information-Request%20Refund%20Form%202022.pdf
https://v2.4honline.com/










https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Horse_Information/Horse%20Registration.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Horse%20Leasing%20Guidelines.pdf
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2024
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A
mailto:kimberlyjayjohn@gmail.com
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse
https://cfaesosu.catalog.instructure.com/courses/equistep-2025?fbclid=IwY2xjawIR-nlleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHZFH5PgDoL_xlsyFlcocdGayeX3Idn8lquVNyTOoSuCwRkVvidoNaWrxjA_aem_e58w_ehWEKUkLjv5Jbn1_A


mailto:tricob@zoominternet.net


https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/DogInformation/2022%20Dog%20Project%20Registration%20Form.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/DogInformation/2022%20County%20ID%20Form%20Vacc%20Cert.pdf
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bNkhCcFad9C5F1s
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bNkhCcFad9C5F1s




lorain.osu.edu
CFAES provides research and related educational programs to 

clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more information, 
visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. For an accessible format of this 

publication, visit cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSIONOHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Cloverbud Kits are Now Available!!

The new Cloverbud Kits are created 
in collaboration with The Big Book of 
Cloverbud Activities.  Kits are 
numbered to relate to the lesson 
within that project guide.  Each kit 
comes with the supplies needed to 
do the activities in that lesson.  These 
kits are available for rent at the price 
of $5.00 each.  If you replace the 
consumables, the $5.00 may be 
returned to you. Each kit is organized 
with supplies for 12 members per 
activity.

Please see the Matrix to identify 
which kits are available for rent.

Kits that are labeled with a Letter as 
shown above will not have a fee.

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Cloverbud%20Matrix%20.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Cloverbud%20Matrix%20.pdf


https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/awards-scholarships/ohio-4-h-scholarships
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/awards-scholarships/ohio-4-h-scholarships
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/awards-scholarships/ohio-4-h-scholarships
https://www.ohiostatefair.com/p/get-involved/scholarships




http://ohio4h.org/awardsandscholarships
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/4-h-horse-program-calendar-events
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/4-h-horse-program-calendar-events
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/4-h-horse-program-calendar-events
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/horse/4-h-horse-program-calendar-events
https://ohio4h.org/about/ohio-4-h-conference
https://ohio4h.org/events/2025-ohio-youth-poultry-clinic
https://ohio4h.org/events/2025-ohio-youth-poultry-clinic-0
https://www.ohiobeefexpo.com/
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/cultural-immersion-projects
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/state-training
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/state-training
https://ohio4h.org/events/state-4-h-horse-bowl-contest
https://ohio4h.org/events/state-4-h-hippology-contest-0
https://equineaffaire.com/events/ohio/
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/animal-sciences/dairy/dairy-events
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens/ohio-youth-institute
https://ohio4h.org/camp/forestry-and-wildlife-conservation-camp
https://ohio4h.org/camp/forestry-and-wildlife-conservation-camp





	Slide Number 1
	Notes from Jacki
	Headline News
	Dinner Flyers, etc. 
	County News
	County News
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	County News
	County News
	County News
	County News
	4-H Advisory Board
	Slide Number 14
	4-H Educational Board
	4-H Educational Board
	Slide Number 17
	Club News
	Lorain County Junior Fair
	Slide Number 20
	Horse Happenings
	Paw Prints
	Slide Number 23
	Older Youth Opportunities
	Upcoming STATE Opportunities
	Upcoming Opportunities
	Facebook Ad 2025.pdf
	Slide Number 1

	Backyard Poultry Marketing Flyer.pdf
	Backyard Poultry �Certification Course




