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OSU Extension Update

2026 Funding Update

   

  

We want to keep our 4-H community informed about an important update 
regarding our 2026 county funding. This year, OSU Extension requested 
$191,401 from the Lorain County Commissioners to maintain core operations. 
Due to the failure of Issue 1, the county was unable to meet this request. We 
received support for office space and $40,000 through Solid Waste 
Management, leaving a $114,000 shortfall.

While this shortfall is significant, it is not new—our funding has fluctuated for 
more than a decade. Even so, our team continues to deliver exceptional 
service. In 2025 alone, we reached over 25,000 residents with a staff of 6.25 
employees.

County funding is especially critical because it unlocks matching dollars at the 
state and federal levels. A reduction in one area affects the others, and without 
county support, Extension programs in Lorain County would cease – including 
4-H.

We are actively pursuing a range of strategies to stabilize funding, including 
new grants, strengthened cost-share agreements, expanded county 
partnerships, and long-term endowment development.

How You Can Help

Your voice and involvement matter.

• Share your Extension story with neighbors, community groups, and partner 
organizations.

• Help raise awareness of the programs that have made a difference in your 
life or in the community.

• Stay engaged as we work together to strengthen and sustain Extension’s 
presence in Lorain County.

Thank you for your ongoing commitment. Your support continues to make a 
meaningful impact as we help Lorain County learn, grow, and thrive.
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OSU Extension Update

What to Expect in 2026: 
Program & Operational Adjustments

   

  

As we work through the $114,000 funding shortfall for 2026, OSU Extension Lorain County 
is committed to keeping our volunteers informed. While we remain dedicated to serving 
youth, families, and communities, you may notice several adjustments in the months 
ahead as we manage resources responsibly.

Staffing and Hiring
A temporary hiring freeze is in place, which may lead to slower staff response times or 
temporary shifts in roles. Some vacancies may remain open longer than planned.

Program Scheduling Changes
Program calendars may look slightly different this year. Some activities may be offered less 
frequently, combined with similar programs, or limited to grant-supported areas. Event 
sizes and staff availability at programs may also be adjusted.

Updated Fees and Cost-Share Models
To help recover costs, certain programs may include small fee increases, and some partner 
groups may see updated cost-share arrangements. We expect most services to remain 
low-cost or free for participating families.

Increased Focus on Partnerships and Grants
Staff will be dedicating more time to developing new collaborations and securing external 
funding. You may see new partners and joint programming opportunities throughout the 
year.

Office Operations
Office hours and administrative support may vary depending on staffing levels. Supply 
purchases, printing, and travel will be closely managed, which may occasionally impact 
timelines.

Our Commitment Remains Strong
Even with these adjustments, our mission has not changed. We remain dedicated to 
providing high-quality, research-based programs that help Lorain County learn, grow, and 
thrive.

We are deeply grateful for your continued commitment. Your support and flexibility make 
a tremendous difference as we navigate this challenging funding year together.

3



Notes from Jacki
Happy New Year! I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season, enjoyed quality time with friends and 
family, and are feeling refreshed as we begin another exciting year together.

As I write this, I’m sitting at a workstation inside the bustling Columbus Convention Center, where I’ve 
had the pleasure of bringing several Junior Fair Board members to the Ohio Fair Managers Conference. 
It’s been a rewarding experience watching our members learn, grow, and connect with others from 
across the state.

One highlight that continues to spark conversation is the powerful keynote delivered by Dan Clark, one 
of the world’s top motivational speakers. Dan Clark is the founder and CEO of an international 
leadership development and communications company, a New York Times bestselling author of more 
than 35 books, and a master storyteller whose work has been featured in over 50 million books and 
translated into 40 languages. 

He has been recognized as one of the Top 10 Motivational Speakers in the World, is inducted into the 
Professional Speakers Hall of Fame, and is widely known for transforming audiences with high-energy, 
emotionally compelling content rooted in real-life experiences. 

During his keynote, Dan challenged us to think differently about leadership, personal growth, and the 
impact we have on others. Many of our Junior Fair Board members left feeling energized and inspired. 
Here are a few of the standout ideas he shared:

Difference Makers lead with service before self.
This aligns with the philosophy of significance, where true leadership begins with lifting others.

“You become the average of the five people you hang out with most.”
Surround yourself with people who push you to grow.

Complacency is the enemy of growth.
All should “reset” themselves into a culture of resilience and peak performance. 

There are three steps to becoming your best self:
• Expanding belief – Broadening your perspective of what’s possible.
• Elevating expectations – Raising the standards for yourself and your work.
• Empowering behavior – Taking actionable steps toward meaningful growth.

Watching our Junior Fair Board members connect with these ideas was truly inspiring. Their reflections 
throughout the day remind me why leadership development opportunities are so important. These 
experiences don’t just shape better leaders—they build stronger communities.

Here’s to a year of growth, purpose, and becoming the best version of ourselves—together.
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Headline News
Dan Messaros to Be Inducted into the 
Ohio 4-H Hall of Fame

   

  

Dan also made a profound impact at the county level. As a 48-year Director with 
the Lorain County Senior Fair Board and the official fair photographer, he 
captured thousands of special moments that highlighted the accomplishments of 
4-H youth and promoted the program’s mission. His beloved annual fair slideshows 
became a tradition cherished by families, volunteers, and community groups alike.

Beyond the fairgrounds, Dan strengthened the future of 4-H through his service on 
the Lorain County 4-H Endowment Board and through contributions to local 
fundraising efforts. His photography packages often drew enthusiastic bidding, 
supporting scholarships and programs for generations to come.

Dan’s influence extended statewide as well—he shared his work at the Ohio Fair 
Managers Convention, was recognized as a Friend of 4-H, and became a familiar 
name to volunteers and leaders across Ohio. His commitment to excellence in both 
service and professional photography embodied the very spirit of lifelong learning.

Although Dan recently passed away in January, his legacy lives on in the 
thousands of youth and adults he inspired. His induction into the Ohio 4-H Hall of 
Fame is a fitting tribute to a man who gave so generously of his time, talent, and 
heart.

Please join us in celebrating this well-deserved honor and remembering the 
remarkable impact Dan made on 4-H and on our community.

We are proud to share that Dan Messaros will be 
inducted into the Ohio 4-H Hall of Fame at the 2026 
Ohio 4-H Conference. This honor celebrates his 
decades of exceptional service, leadership, and 
dedication to the 4-H program and Ohio communities.
For more than 36 years, Dan served as a 4-H advisor, 
helping build the Elyria Family of 4-H’ers into a model 
club known for leadership, service, and youth 
development. His encouragement inspired countless 
young people to take on new challenges—everything 
from public speaking competitions to state fair 
exhibitions and local service projects.
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2026 4-H Enrollment
2026 4-H Calendar
The 2026 4-H Calendar has a new look!  Our county program is growing and 
offering more learning opportunities for our youth.  Please note the date in the 
bottom right-hand corner of the page.  If any edits are made to the calendar, we 
will add the date of the edit here.  This is to assist everyone viewing the most 
current calendar.

The 2026 calendar is included in this newsletter and may be accessed on our 
website.  

2026 Enrollment 
We are ready!  The online 4-H enrollment system is ready for all to begin 
enrollment or re-enrollment. https://4honline.com/ 

If you have been in 4-H in before, you are Re-Enrolling and DO NOT need to 
create a new profile.  Be sure to log-in using the e-mail you utilize for 4-H 
communication and your password.  If you do not remember your password, simply 
click on the Reset password? option.   If you are transferring from another county 
or State, please contact the Lorain County OSU Extension Office.

If you are new to 4-H, you are Enrolling.  Be sure to click on the Don’t have an 
account? option and follow the screen prompts.  

You may also refer to our 4-H Online Brief Guide for families if you would like the 
step-by-step process. 

Returning Volunteers and Members
To expedite this year’s enrollment process, all returning volunteers are asked to 
re-enroll by January 31, 2026.

All returning youth members are asked to re-enroll by February 28, 2026.

4-H project additions will be accepted through April 1, 2026.  To add a project after 
you have completed enrollment, e-mail baca.30@osu.edu, cc your 4-H Club 
Leader, subject project addition.  
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Project Update
4-H Project Guides
The 4-H Project Guide is a fantastic resource for 
information on all things Ohio 4-H!  These will be 
mailed to all returning families. Additional copies 
for new families are available at the 4-H office.

Project Books & Prices

May be ordered several ways:

1. From your local OSU Extension Office
 Project books: $13 plus tax
 Resource Guides: $13-$29 plus tax
 

Clubs may submit an order to our office by completing the project order 
form.  Clubs will not be charged tax if they use a club check. 

Individual families may stop by anytime during regular office hours to 
purchase project books and resource guides.

Our office accepts cash, checks, and credit card payments. 

2. Online from OSU Publishing
 Project books: $15 plus tax and shipping
 Resource Guides: $15-$39 plus tax and shipping

Individual orders placed online will be charged tax and shipping costs.  
These orders are shipped directly to your house.  Any additional Tip Sheets 
or local resources provided by the county office are not included in these 
orders. 
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Project Update
2026 Project Book Updates
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Quality Assurance
Ohio – Quality Assurance (OH-QA)

1. Any youth exhibiting AND housing an animal at the Lorain County Jr. 
fair is REQUIRED to attend an Ohio – Quality Assurance (OH-QA) 
program.

 Deadline to meet this requirement is June 1, 2026. 

2. All Lorain County Jr. Fair animals housed on the fairgrounds fair week are 
required to complete and turn in a Drug Use Notification Form (DUNF) 
prior to check-in. Fowl will complete their DUNF at check-in.

3. All DUNF forms will be completed electronically as required by the Ohio 
Department of Agriculture. 

A paper DUNF is required to be completed and turned in when any medication is 
administered fair week, after the electronic form has been submitted.  These forms 
will be available at the Jr. Fair Board office.  This ensures consistent record keeping 
and allows the fair vet to ID potential barn outbreaks

OH-QA Curriculum Silos:
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2026 OHQA 
(formerly known as Assuring Quality Care of Animals) 

It is time to look at completing your training requirement to exhibit your animals for 2026!  This 
requirement must be completed no later than June 1, 2026 – No Exceptions.   

Lorain County – All Lorain County Jr. Fair animals housed on the fairgrounds fair week are required to 
complete this requirement.  Horses need to complete EquiStep. 

You will have the following options to choose from: 

Option 1: In-Person at one of the following OHQA Events: 
Strongly recommended for any exhibitor who has exhibited for less than four (4) years 

Monday February 16, 2026, 10 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. – Medina County Fairgrounds 
Monday February 16, 2026, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. – Medina County Fairgrounds 
Monday, March 2, 2026, 6-8 p.m. – Lorain County – New Russia Township Lodge 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026, 6-8 p.m. – Medina County Fairgrounds 
Monday, March 30, 2026, 6-8 p.m. – Lorain County – New Russia Township Lodge 
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, 6-8 p.m. – Medina County Fairgrounds 

Option 2: First-year members and those on the Winning Plan: 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026, 6-8 p.m. – Lorain County – New Russia Township Lodge 

Option 3: An approved State Sponsored In person OHQA 
Beef Expo and BEST Shows; Youth Poultry Clinic; Dairy Palooza; Young Shepherds Expo; Junior Swine Day 
– You will be required to provide a copy of your certificate.

Option 4: Test-Out for those who are 15 or older on January 1, 2026 
If you are interested in testing out of this requirement, please contact Julie at Mackey.181@osu.edu 
(Lorain County) or Brittney at Robinson.3375@osu.edu (Medina County) 

Option 5: YQCA online 
https://yqcaprogram.org – Parents need to register themselves and then add your youth one by one.  
Youth will then complete the YQCA online training (not testing) using the program that matches their age 
on January 1, 2026.  The cost is $12.00 per training (child). You are responsible for providing your 
Certificate of Completion dated no later than June 1, 2026, to mackey.181@osu.edu to receive credit. 

https://go.osu.edu/2026area4ohqa
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County News
4-H Advisory Board

The 4-H Advisory Board provides overall guidance of the Lorain County 4-H Program.  
Membership consists of elected term members and youth representatives.  Events that 
the 2025 Advisory Board will focus on includes but is not limited to 4-H Open House, 
Volunteer Trainings, and Family Orientation.  

All Advisory Board meeting agendas and minutes are available on the Advisory page of 
our website.  Click on 4-H Advisory Board above to be directed to this page.  

Congratulations to this year’s 4-H Advisory Board Officers:

President – Angela Crawford
Vice President – Paige Gibbons 
Secretary – Stephanie Rogers
Treasurer – Melanie Broud

Save the Date for the following upcoming events!

Jan. 8  New Volunteer Orientation
Feb. 21 Lorain County 4-H Officer and Volunteer Conference
March 15-21 Ohio 4-H Week!!
March 19 4-H Open House
   4-H 101
March 21 Ohio 4-H Conference in Columbus
April 9  4-H Update
April 22 4-H 101

The next 4-H Advisory Board meeting will be February 18, 
6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.
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County News
4-H Advisory Board

Banner Club Revisions- A Success! 
Thank you to everyone who attended our first-ever VIC (Very Important Club) Celebration! All 4-H clubs 
that earned Banner Club recognition were invited to a fun, social, and engaging evening filled with food, 
games, music, and an awards program. During the event, clubs also received their newly designed 
Banner Club banners, complete with their award level for the year.

A special thank-you goes out to the volunteers and parents who joined us for the informal input session. 
Your feedback played a key role in shaping the revisions to the Banner Club Recognition system. The 
Advisory Awards Subcommittee reviewed all suggestions and transformed them into clear action items 
that helped streamline and strengthen the application process.

As a result of these improvements, the updated 2026 Banner Recognition Application and the Tip Sheet 
are now available on our website. These resources include:

• Clear documentation expectations for secretary and treasurer books

• A detailed list of point categories and award levels (Silver, Gold, Emerald, and Platinum)

• Guidance on what counts as promotion, community service, clinics, trainings, and more

• Helpful tips for gathering verification such as agendas, minutes, photos, sign-in sheets, and 
program materials

The committee’s goal is to make participation easier, more transparent, and more supportive, especially 
as we work to increase the number of clubs recognized for the incredible work they do year-round.

We encourage all Lorain County 4-H clubs to consider participating in the 2026 Banner Club Recognition 
Program. It is a wonderful opportunity to showcase your club’s achievements, celebrate your members, 
and earn your invite to next year’s VIC celebration!

If you need help at any point, our Awards & Recognition team is here to support you. We look forward to 
seeing even more clubs earn recognition in the year ahead!
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County News
4-H Endowment Board

Annual 4-H Endowment Dinner- April 18, 2026
How can your Club support and participate in this county-wide fundraiser?

• Promote ticket sales- refer to ticket order form on page for more details
• 4-H Club Basket Donations- refer to flyer on page for more details
• Table Center pieces

We are seeking a few clubs to create and donate table center pieces for this year’s 
dinner.  If your club would like to donate centerpieces, please call or Beth Clegg at 
eaclegg@gmail.com 

The 4-H Endowment Board provides overall guidance of 
fundraising and fund management.  Membership consists of 
12-24 appointed members.  Events that the 2026 Endowment 
Board will focus on includes but is not limited to Annual Dinner 
& Auction, 4-H Scholarship and Grant programs, and Donor 
Appreciation.  

Are you or someone you know interested in donating? Click on 4-H Endowment Board 
above to be directed to this page. 

Save the Date for the following upcoming events!
Feb 1  Online Academic Scholarship goes live
April 18  Annual Dinner & Auction, Ross Expo Center 
April 15  4-H Spring Grant Application Deadline   
   4-H Camp Scholarship Applications Deadline
   Academic Scholarship Application Deadline 
May 15  Thank You Card Contest Deadline  
Oct 15  4-H Fall Grant Applications Due   

The next 4-H Endowment Board meeting will be 
February 19, 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.
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Saturday, April 18, 2026 
 

Ross Expo Center 
Lorain County Fairgrounds 

23000 Fairgrounds Road, Wellington 
 

5:00 p.m. DOORS OPEN 
Silent Auction Preview & Bidding 

 

5:30 p.m. Dinner  
Food by Sterk’s Catering  

 

Enjoy silent and live auction items 
 of great goods and services conducted 

throughout the evening. 

COST:   $35.00 per person 
PRE SALE TICKETS ONLY 

Seating limited to 400 
No ticket sales at the door 

• All persons attending must be 21 & over 

• Must present dinner ticket at the door 

 

MENU:  
Roast Beef, Rosemary Garlic Chicken, Vegetable 
Lasagna, Red Skin Potatoes, Macaroni & Cheese 
Green Beans, Candied Carrots, Fruit Salad, 
Tossed Salad and Dinner Rolls 
Dessert 
 

DRINKS: Coffee & Water 
Soft Drinks will be available to purchase 

 

Purchase Tickets by March 27, 2026 
OSU Extension, Lorain County  
42110 Russia Rd., Elyria or from any 
4-H Endowment Board Member 

Lorain County 
4-H ENDOWMENT 
DINNER & AUCTION 

Hosted by:  Lorain County Senior Fair Board 
Proceeds to benefit:  Lorain County 4-H Locally 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

TICKET ORDER FORM – TICKET ORDERS MUST BE PURCHASED BY  MARCH 27, 2026 
 
Name(s):  _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________   City:  ______________    Zip:  ___________ 
 
Phone:  ______________________________    Email:  ___________________________________________ 
 
Table Sponsor Name ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____ Number of tickets ordered at $35.00 each.  Total enclosed for tickets $_______________ 

Checks for dinner tickets can be made payable to: Lorain County 4-H Endowment Board 
 

_____ Table Sponsor $350.00 per table with a total of 8 tickets and name in program. 
 
_____ I would like to donate an item/service to the auction.  Please have a 4-H Endowment Board member 
           contact me. 

TICKET MUST BE PRESENTED AT THE DOOR 

OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 

CFAES provides research and related educational programs to clientele on a 

nondiscriminatory basis. For more information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 
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_ 

AUCTION DONATION FOR 

LORAIN COUNTY 4-H ENDOWMENT BENEFIT DINNER AND AUCTION 

April 18, 2026 
 

Name of Donor   

(Print individual or business name the way it should be printed in publicity) 

 
Contact Person (if a business)   

 
Street Address   

 
City   State   Zip  

 
Phone   Email address of contact:  

 
Name of item or service donated to be listed in program:  

Item or service detail (please be specific on what is included in your donation): 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Value of item or service   $_____________________________________ 

 
_____Donation has been given to 4-H Endowment Board Member/Extension Office 

 
_____Donation will be delivered to Lorain Co. OSU Extension Office no later than April 3, 2026  

 
_____If donation needs to be picked up by a Board Member, call 440-326-5851 

 
_____Other ____________________________________________________________ 

 
Signature of 4-H Endowment Board Member Date 

 
 
 

Return form and donations no later than April 3, 2026 to: 

OSU Extension – Lorain County 42110 Russia Road Elyria, Ohio 44035 440-326-5851 
 
 

The Lorain County 4-H Endowment Program is an accredited 501(C)3: 81-5372497 
 
 
CFAES provides research and related educational 
programs to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. 
For more information, visit cfaesdiversity.osu.edu. 
For an accessible format of publication, visit 
cfaes.osu.edu/accessibility. 
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County News

Put your ideas together and submit a 
county event request to the

 4-H Educational Board!!

The 4-H Educational Board provides oversight of youth educational efforts.  The 
2026 membership consists of 9 board members.
All Board meeting agendas are available on the Educational 
Board page of our website.

Save the Date for the following 2026 events!

4-H Educational Board

The next 4-H Educational Board meeting will be 
February 16, 6:30 p.m. at the Ag Center.

June
3 Dog Spark Club 
13 Large Animal Clinic
 PAS Horse Show

15 Large Animal Skillathon
17 Equine Clinic #1
20  Small Animal Skillathon
 Westminster Dog Show
23 Small Animal Clinic
23-25 Beginner Sewing Camp

July
12 Dog Obedience & Rally Show
13 FCS & Shooting Sports Skillathon
         Early Animal Project Book Deadline
15 Equine Clinic #2
27 Animal Project Book Deadline

August
23 Skillathon Awards

February
7 & 28 Global Gourmet Spark Club 
Sat. Living History Spark Club 
20   Dog Project Open House

March
7    Living History Spark Club
28 Shooting Sports Open House 

April
28 Dog Spark Club

May
4 Public Speaking Contests 
Tues. Dog Spark Club 
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Lorain County Junior Fair
Jr. Fair Board is recruiting assistant members!!

Think you have what it takes to be a Junior Fair Board Member?
We’re always looking for hard-working young people to join our team!

Jr. Fair Board Assistant applications are due: February 1, 2026
Assistants must be at least 13 as of January 1.
The application can be found on the JFB website: https://loraincountyjfb.com

““You are difference makers!” OFMA 
Interim President, Thomas Stockdale from 
Wayne County opened with these words.  
“I think it really spoke to us as a board, 
since we dedicate so many hours, days, 
weeks, months to our fair.” -President, 
Kayla Linden

Thank you to parents for allowing these 
young adults to attend, SFB for lunch and 
transportation, and Wayne and Ashland 
County Junior Fair for accompanying us to 
the convention! 

This was a great way to connect and learn 
from each other to help make an impact on 
our fair. Here we come 2026!

JFB attends the 2026 Ohio Fair Managers Association Convention
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Lorain County Junior Fair
Definition of Animal Possession and Ownership
All animals entered as Lorain County Junior Fair exhibits must meet the
following guidelines for ownership and possession:

OWNERSHIP: Exhibit ownership must meet one of the following criteria: 
• A bill of sale which includes the seller’s name, address, purchase date, purchase price, and signature of seller 

& buyer.
• A written lease agreement for the project animal which includes name and address of lessor (owner of 

project animal), the dates of start and termination of lease with signature of lessee (exhibitor), 
parent/guardian, club head advisor and lessor. (see FFA enterprise or 4-H project agreement included in the 
record book).

• Exhibitors raising project animals from personal or immediate family stock must have current lease 
agreement signed as both lessee and lessor as stated in above description of lease agreement.

POSSESSION: Exhibit possession must adhere to all of the following: 
• All animals must be: Housed at exhibitor’s family property or per a facility lease agreement within Lorain 

County or a bordering county (remember that part of the club experience is close project supervision by 4-H 
or FFA advisor). Under exhibitor’s responsibility for care, feeding, training, cleanliness and quality assurance. 
The financial burden and responsibility of the exhibitor.

• All market animals defined by Junior Fair rules: Can only be exhibited by the exhibitor or immediate family 
member at other county/state fairs or open shows. All documents must be dated before current year’s 
possession dates and any weigh-in, tagging and possession date requirements must be strictly followed.

ALL Market Poultry (meat chickens, turkeys, 
geese, and ducks) MUST be in possession of their 
exhibitors within 5 days of hatching per Ohio 
Administrative Code (Rule 901-19-39).  
You must purchase meat chickens and meat 
turkeys from a source that can and will provide 
you with an NPIP certificate for the birds you 
purchase.
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Club News
Recruitment
Is your club interested in hosting a local recruitment event?  Don’t forget to 
contact the Extension office to request new family folders! Folders include a 
Project Guide, new family letter, “all about Lorain County 4-H” booklet, club 
list, and 4-H Online instructions.

New Volunteers 
Being a volunteer with Ohio 4-H is a 
privilege and a responsibility.  The safety of 
our program participants is our priority; 
this includes ensuring we have the right 
people working with and guiding our 
youth. 

New adult volunteer applications are 
accepted September-March 1st each year.  
Below are the requirements and process to 
become a volunteer in Lorain County 4-H.

Online Volunteer Application
Ohio 4-H Volunteer Job Descriptions
BCI Fingerprinting
Request enrollment in the 4-H Online
Interview with 4-H Professional
Annual Volunteer Training
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Club News

4-H Club Officer Training
4-H Club Officers and youth interested in running for a 
club officer position can learn about these fun and 
important leadership positions!

Youth are encouraged to attend:
• Annual 4-H Update
• Teambuilding Workshop
• Specific Officer position break-out 

To register for this year’s training please click on the blue title of the training listed on the 
schedule on the next page.  This will automatically direct you to our online registration.  

 

The 4-H 
Club 

Meeting 
‘Wheel’
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4-H Volunteers 
Annual Training Requirements
New volunteers MUST attend New Volunteer Orientation (NVO), 4-H Update, and Youth Activities & 
Programs (Policy 1.50)

Returning volunteers MUST attend a minimum of two hours of training that includes the 4-H Update 
and Youth Activities & Programs (Policy 1.50).

All training hours must be completed by the enrollment deadline- April 15, 2026.

The 2026 Training Schedule can be found on page 22.  Click on the Title of the training to be directed to 
the registration information.  

4-H 101
4-H 101 is a new orientation designed for all new and returning 4-H families and volunteers. This 
introductory session provides a helpful overview of Lorain County 4-H, including:

• What to expect from your 4-H club experience

• The path of a 4-H project

• Additional opportunities available to members

• Where to find important information and resources

This training is a great way to feel confident and prepared for a successful 4-H year.

Volunteers who attend will receive one (1) hour of training credit.

BCI Fingerprinting for 4-H Volunteers 
All 4-H volunteers who are required to complete a BCI fingerprint background check may do so at no 
cost during the 4-H Volunteer Training on February 21, 2026, at the JVS. The Educational Service Center 
(ESC) of Lorain County will be on-site and providing fingerprinting services from 9:00 a.m. to Noon.

We strongly encourage volunteers who need fingerprinting to take advantage of this free, convenient 
opportunity.

If you are a new volunteer or a returning volunteer who requires rescreening and are unable to 
attend on February 21, you may schedule an appointment directly with the ESC online. Please be sure 
to:

Inform them that you are a 4-H volunteer, and

Complete the required paperwork so that you are not charged for the service.

A purchase order has been set up with the ESC, so you will not need to pay out of pocket. Our office 
will receive monthly invoices, which will be processed and paid by the State 4-H Office.

21



 
 

2026 Lorain County 4-H Volunteer Training Schedule 
 

New volunteers MUST attend New Volunteer Orientation (NVO), 4-H Update, and Youth Activities & Programs (Policy 1.50) 
Returning volunteers MUST attend a minimum of two hours of training that includes the 4-H Update and Youth Activities & 
Programs (Policy 1.50). 
All training hours must be completed by the enrollment deadline- April 15, 2026. 

 

 
lorain.osu.edu 

 
CFAES provides research and related educational programs 

to clientele on a nondiscriminatory basis. For more 
information: http://go.osu.edu/cfaesdiversity. 

Training Date Time Location Audience Topics 
New Volunteer 
Orientation 
 

1/8/26 6:00- 8:00pm Ag Center 
42110 Russia Rd., Elyria  

New Volunteers New Volunteer Orientation 

4-H Volunteer & Club 
Officer Conference   

2/21/26 9:00- 4:00pm Lorain County JVS 
15181 OH-58, Oberlin 

All Volunteers 
All Club Officers  
(or youth interested 
in becoming a club 
officer) 
 

4-H Update 
Volunteer Network Session 
Breakout Sessions  
Policy 1.50 
Club Officer Workshops  
 

New Volunteer 
Orientation 
 

2/21/26 1:00- 3:00pm Lorain County JVS 
15181 OH-58, Oberlin 

New Volunteers New Volunteer Orientation 

OH 4-H Volunteer & 
Youth Conference  
 

3/21/26 9:00am- 4:00pm Columbus Convention Center 
400 N High Street, Columbus 

All Volunteers 
All 4-H Teens 

Various Topics 
 

4-H Volunteer Training   4/9/26 6:00 –8:00pm Sustainability Learning Center 
538 S. Abbe Rd., Elyria 

All Volunteers 
 

4-H Update 
Breakout Sessions  
Policy 1.50 
 

Medina County 
Volunteer Training 
Opportunities 

Dates 
Vary 

 Various locations in Medina  All Volunteers 4-H Update 
Policy 1.50 
Various Topics 
New Volunteer Orientation 
 

 
OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION 
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https://medina.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/due-dates-and-event-dates


Club Org Leaders

End of Year Reports
Thank you to ALL that have already turned in their end-of-year reports!  
Clubs that have not turned in the forms below have been placed Under Review in the 
4-H Online system.  This means that members will be unable to enroll until forms are 
turned in.

4-H Club Information Survey – Information you provide us on this form is how we create 
our contact list to share with families looking for a 4-H Club.
Club/Group Activities Form – This list of your club meetings and activities is how we 
ensure that all club volunteers and members are covered by our insurance policies- both 
liability and medical.
4-H Club/Affiliate Yearly Financial Summary- This form provides us with the information 
we need to file our annual tax report to the IRS.
4-H Club Equipment Inventory Form – This form ensures that we are abiding by our 
systems of accountability, are all being good stewards of Club assets, and purchasing 
additional insurance if needed.

2026 Club Leader’s Information Packet
All Club Leaders, please review this year’s packet!  It contains the 
steps that YOU and you club members need to take to complete 
enrollment as well as links to all forms.

New Shared Files!!
All official 4-H volunteers will have access to our NEW Shared 4-H 
Files through Google!!  Once you are enrolled and approved in the 
4-Honline system, you will be granted access to our files.  This will 
include lists of county-wide event participants and pictures.
G-mail addresses are most compatible 
with Google Drive.  If you have a g-mail 
account, it is recommended that you 
use this for 4-H business.  23

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/4-H%20Club%20Information%20Survey%2011.15.19.pdf
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https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Equipment%20Inventory%20Log%2012.5.18.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/4H_Advisory_Committee/2026%20Club%20Leader%20Information.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/109o9E6UDmx3_WxCV6IG9J8OY1jEDrXGm?usp=drive_link


Horse Happenings
2026 Horse Program Requirements
• Registration form for each horse 
• If leasing an animal, a copy of the project lease
• Complete the online EquiStep Certification program

EquiSTEP course is accessed through an online link. (2026 update coming soon!)
Please note that families with multiple children must use a different email for each child.

Lorain County Horse Contest Program

Calling all 4-H youth with a love of horses & learning: 
our state 8 for 8 teams are looking for you! There will 
be an informational meeting for new and returning 
youth, their families and any knowledgeable adult 
volunteers to assist with practices. 

Please reach out to Rebecca Reed, 
thereedsbf.booper@gmail.com  or Joe Parola with any 
questions.

8 State Competitive Events
• Horse Bowl
• Communications
• Hippology
• Horse Judging
• Skillathon
• Horse Show
• Trail Ride
• Groom & Clean
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https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Horse_Information/Horse%20Registration.pdf
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Paw Prints
2026 Dog Program Requirements
• Registration form for each project dog
• Vaccination records for each project dog 
• Attend a safety clinic- details Coming Soon!

4-H Dog Project Open House
February 20, 2026, 6:00-8:00 pm 
Ag Center- 42110 Russia Rd. Elyria.  

Shooting Sports
2026 Shooting Sports Project Requirements
Complete and turn in the following forms to a Certified Shooting Sports 
Instructor:
• Consent for possession of handgun by juvenile
• Ohio 4-H Participant Medical Release 
• Attend a shooting sports safety clinic
• $15 fee - refunded upon project completion

2026 Shooting Sports practice schedule
All Lorain County 4-H shooting sports 
practices are conducted by a Ohio 4-H 
certified shooting sports instructor. 

Coming Soon!! 
 

4-H Shooting Sports Open House 
March 28, 2026, 1:00-3:00 pm at the Ag 
Center- 42110 Russia Rd. Elyria.  

Are YOU interested in 
becoming a Shooting 
Sports Instructor?
The number of practices 
and disciplines we can 
offer is limited by the 
number of certified state 
instructors we have here 
in Lorain County.   
Contact Jacki Baca if you 
are interested in 
additional information 
regarding this volunteer 
opportunity!  
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https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/DogInformation/2022%20Dog%20Project%20Registration%20Form.pdf
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https://ohio4h.org/sites/ohio4h/files/imce/Ohio%204-H%20Health%20Form%2010.2023.pdf


Older Youth Opportunities

Attention! College Scholarships Available!
For graduating seniors and those that have completed 1-2 years of college.

OSU College of Education and Human Ecology Scholarships
Various Deadlines Dependent on Student Enrollment Status Due Dates of February 
15 and August 31, 2026  
Online Scholarship Application available on the State 4-H Website CLICK HERE

OSU College of Food, Agriculture, and Environmental Sciences
Priority given to those submitted by February 15, 2026
Online Scholarship Application available on the State 4-H Website

Ohio 4-H Scholarships  
Priority given to those submitted by February 15, 2026
Online Scholarship Application available on the State 4-H Website

Lorain County Scholarships  Due April 15, 2026
Online Application- Opens February 15, 2026

These scholarships will be awarded at the Annual 4-H Scholarship Night, June 23, 
2026, in Fair Hall at the Lorain County Fairgrounds.

Ohio State Fair Scholarship Due April 1, 2026
Scholarship Application
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4-H SPARK Clubs

Introducing 4-H Spark Clubs! 
Short-Term Learning. Big Fun. New Discoveries.

We’re excited to launch 4-H Spark Clubs—short, hands-on learning 
experiences designed to help youth explore a specific 4-H project or topic. 
These opportunities are perfect for trying something new without a long 
commitment!

What Are Spark Clubs?
Spark Clubs are small, focused learning adventures where youth dive into a 
single area—like cooking, robotics, gardening, arts, animals, or anything that 
sparks curiosity. They’re open to all youth and typically last just a few sessions.

Youth & Families: Come Find Your Spark!
Spark Clubs are a great way to explore interests, meet new friends, and build 
new skills. Watch for upcoming topics and join in the fun!

Volunteers: Share Your Passion!
Have a hobby or skill you love? Consider leading a Spark Club! It’s flexible, 
short-term, and a meaningful way to inspire youth. We’ll support you every 
step of the way.

Let’s Spark Something Great!
We can’t wait to see the creativity and excitement Spark Clubs bring to our 4-H 
community. Contact our office if you’d like to lead a club or learn more!
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Upcoming STATE Opportunities
Ohio 4-H Conference 
The Ohio 4-H Conference  takes place at the 
Greater Columbus Convention Center on 
March 21, 2026.

Participation counts 
towards your annual 

volunteer training 
hours!

The Ohio 4-H Conference is the largest gathering of 4-H volunteers in the United States! 
Nearly 1,200 teen and adult volunteers participate each year. The Ohio 4-H Conference is 
designed to equip participants with resources, information, and skills to meet the ever-
changing needs of youth. Attendees can receive training in more than 125 different topics 
such as career exploration, risk management, camping, leadership, cake decorating, 
dancing, animal sciences, and much more.

In addition to the educational sessions, the day features the Ohio 4-H Volunteer 
Recognition Luncheon highlighting the extraordinary accomplishments of volunteers. The 
teens (age 13 and older) have a luncheon that recognizes their peers and often features a 
keynote speaker.

Click here for additional Conference information and registration materials.

***Registration Form and payment MUST be submitted to the Lorain County 
Extension office no later than February 6, 2026***

Come join the fun and support our county award winners at the 2025 Ohio 4-H 
Conference!  Limited scholarships are available for our county volunteers 
receiving state awards.  If you are a state award winner, be on the lookout for 
additional details from the 4-H office!  Special thanks to our 4-H Advisory and 
Endowment Boards for offering these scholarships!

Please note information regarding statewide events for 4-H youth and 
volunteers can be found on the Ohio 4-H website. 
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BLE Cattle Edition
Lorain County youth interested in exhibiting beef cattle this winter may want to 
consider an upcoming open beef show in February at the Ross Expo Center, hosted by 
Buckeye Livestock. This event is not a Lorain County–sanctioned show, but it does 
provide a great opportunity for youth exhibitors to gain additional show experience.

Please note that because this is an open show, the classes, divisions, and rules may 
differ from those used at the Lorain County Fair. Exhibitors and families are 
encouraged to carefully review all posted rules and class information prior to entering 
to ensure the show aligns with their expectations.

Additional details about the show, including dates and entry information, will be 
available through Buckeye Livestock’s social media outlets.
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