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JUNE
1 AQCA Deadline
 EquiStep Deadline
    Dog Safety Deadline
2 Staff Meeting, Office Closed in the Morning
3  4-H Dog Show 
10-12  Jr. Day Camp
10  Sr. Fair Board 7:30pm (FG)
14  Large Animal School (FG)
16  4-H Educational Board 6:30pm (AC)
16-18  Sew Fun Camp (NRTL)
17 & 18  Cloverbud Day Camp (NRTL)
18  4-H Advisory Board 6:30pm (AC)
19  Juneteenth- Office Closed
      4-H Endowment Board 6:30pm (AC)
21  4-H Small Equine Show (FG)
24  4-H Scholarship Night 
      4-H Dog Show (FG)
26  Jr. Fair Board 7:00pm (FG)
29-3  Jr. Residential Camp on Kelleys Island

JULY
1  ALL JR. FAIR EXHIBIT ONLINE ENTRIES DUE
4  Holiday – Extension Office Closed
7  Staff Meeting, Office Closed in the Morning
    Early Animal Book Evaluation (AC)
    Large Animal Skillathon (NRTL)
8  FCS Judging and Early State Judging (NRTL)
    FCS & Shooting Sports Skillathon (NRTL)
    Sr. Fair Board 7:30pm (FG)
9  Small Animal Skillathon (NRTL)

JULY cont.
16  4-H Advisory Board 6:30pm (AC)
17  4-H Endowment Board 6:30pm (AC)
21  Animal Book Evaluation Deadline (AC)
       4-H Educational Board 6:30pm (AC)
23  Early Rabbit Tattooing (FG)
24  Jr. Fair Board 7:00pm (FG)
26  Chicken & Turkey Pollorum Testing (FG)
30  Rabbit Tattooing (FG)
31  Jr. Fair Board Meeting (FG)

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2024%204-H%20Calendar.pdf


Notes from Jacki
Sweet summertime is just around the corner—a perfect time to enjoy summer 
camps, gardening, fishing, hiking, picnics, BBQs, and everything the outdoors has to 
offer!

It’s also a great opportunity to focus on your 4-H projects. This newsletter includes a 
handy project checklist to ensure you have everything you need. Be sure to review 
these important updates:

4-H Project Resources:
• Project Checklist
• Evaluation Guidelines
• Record Book Tip Sheets
• Project Interviews
• Record Book Judging Dates & Deadlines

• 4-H Summer Camps Update: Check out the county camp mail option! 
• Fair Books Are Available! • Online Fair Entry Is Now Open!

We’re also sending out project-specific emails and posting updates on our 4-H 
Facebook page about new and exciting opportunities as they come in. The next three 
months are packed with fun 4-H activities!

Wishing you all a wonderful June—enjoy the beautiful weather and make the most of 
your time working on 4-H projects!

 

for your patience.

We currently do not have front office support staff. To ensure someone is available to 
assist you, please call ahead before visiting the office. Alternatively, you can use 
the 4-H drop box located on the table to the left of the OSU Extension office entrance.

We appreciate your understanding and look forward to an exciting summer with you!



Headline News
Keeping you in the Loop: Fair Updates & Communication
Exciting progress is happening—the new Ross Expo Center at the Fairgrounds is almost complete! 
With this incredible addition comes necessary changes to many fair-related processes. The first of 
these changes has already been implemented with the new swine tagging system and the 
announcement of the requirement for swine waterers.

A sincere thank you to all who responded, took action, shared information, and supported these 
transitions. Please know that we communicate updates only once processes are finalized. We 
greatly appreciate your patience as our boards, committees, and departments collaborate to 
develop, publish, and share information.

To ensure that everyone has access to essential updates, OSU Extension, 4-H, and Jr. Fair utilize 
several communication channels. Please take note of the following:

Websites
• OSU Extension: lorain.osu.edu. Click on 4-H Youth Development to access the menu. On 

mobile devices, use the black pull-down menu. 

• Lorain County Jr. Fair: loraincountyjfb.com We are in the beginning stages of building a separate 
website for JFB.  Live forms will be posted on this site as they are created.  

Email Blasts 
To ensure you receive all email notifications, add the following addresses to your contact list:

Baca.30@osu.edu, mackey.181@osu.edu, loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com, 

no-reply@4honline.com, livestocksalecommittee@gmail.com 

Social Media
Like and follow on Facebook for timely updates:

https://www.facebook.com/LorainCounty4H

https://www.facebook.com/LCJFB 
https://www.facebook.com/loraincountylivestocksalecommittee 

Not on Facebook? You can still access important information via your computer or mobile 
browser.

4-H Club Meetings 
Regular attendance at your club meetings is one of the best ways to stay informed about all things 
4-H. We deeply appreciate our incredible 4-H volunteers for all the hard work they do to support our 
members!

By staying connected through these official communication channels, everyone can remain 
informed and engaged. Thank you for your attention and commitment to making these transitions 
smooth and successful for all involved!

https://lorain.osu.edu/home
https://loraincountyjfb.com/
mailto:Baca.30@osu.edu
mailto:mackey.181@osu.edu
mailto:loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com
mailto:no-reply@4honline.com
mailto:livestocksalecommittee@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/LorainCounty4H
https://www.facebook.com/LCJFB
https://www.facebook.com/loraincountylivestocksalecommittee


Club News- Projects

The 4-H Project Book & Records

4-H Member Checklist
 Completed 4-H online enrollment
 4-H Project Book(s)
 Set project goals
 Research expectations, deadlines, and requirements
 Start working towards your goals
 Maintain project records

The 4-H project and record book is a wonderful guide to hands-on learning.  As 
you begin work in your project books, be sure to set your goals for this year.  
What do you want to learn?  How do you want to learn it?  How will you 
measure your success?  

Projects are also about finding meaningful ways to share the knowledge and 
skills you have learned through leadership and service opportunities as well!  
Consider doing a project demonstration for your club or organizing a service 
project that is related to your project.  

When it comes to completing your project records- complete them as you go!!  
This will ensure a better learning experience for you and less frustration the 
week before project books are due!!!

Do not forget- ALL 4-H projects are submitted for evaluation before you are 
permitted to exhibit at the Lorain County Jr. Fair.  All animal project exhibitors 
will submit project book and records at the end of July.  All FCS and Ag and Still 
Life project exhibitors will bring books with them to project interviews.



Club News- Projects

4-H Livestock & Small Animal Project Book Evaluation
• July 7th - Animal Record books due for early review 
• July 14th - Early review books available for pick-up at the office 
        (1 rep from club to pick up ALL)
• July 21st  - All books that did not turn in for early review or turned in but did 

not receive a 15 or higher must submit
• Aug 1- Youth that did not achieve a 15 or higher will receive notice that they 

are not eligible to show at fair.  They may do a poster project only.  

To assist you in completing your 4-H Animal Project Records, check out 
the Project and Record Book Evaluation Guidelines!!   These are 
located on the 4-H Project Resources page of our website. 

Evaluation of project books and records will utilize the scoresheet also 
available on our website. 

• Beef
• Cat
• Cavy
• Dairy

• Dog
• Goats    
• Horses
• Pocket Pets
• Poultry

• Rabbit
• Sheep
• Small Animal Self-determined
• Swine

AQCA- Quality Assurance, EquiStep, and Dog Safety 
June 1, 2025, was the deadline for the above trainings.  AQCA is 
required for youth interested in exhibiting livestock, EquiStep is 
required for Horses, and Dog Safety is required for dogs.  Any youth 
enrolled in an animal project that did not complete this training will 
only be eligible to take a poster project to the fair.  

The OSU Extension office will be open July 21st 
until 7pm for Animal Project Book Drop Off!

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-project-evaluationjudging-and-exhibit-guidelines
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2024%20Project%20Completion%20and%20Fair%20Requirements%20%28002%29.pdf


Club News- Projects
Project Completion Guidelines
Project books have a section at the beginning of the book that provides 
completion guidelines.  If a project book is meant to take over several years- 
what to complete each year is outlined here.  If a project book is for multiple 
project types (i.e., dairy calf, dairy heifer, dairy cow)- what to complete for 
each project is outlined here.

Additionally, we offer 4-H Tip Sheets for getting started for many of our 
projects.  These can be found on the 4-H Project Resources portion of our 
website.

Each year we publish the Project Completion and Fair Requirements guide.  
This publication aligns the 4-H project book guidelines, with Lorain County Jr. 
Fair and Ohio State Fair requirements.  

Project Evaluation & Judging
• To be eligible for project placings and special awards you MUST attend the judging 

intended for your project.
• To be eligible to exhibit at the Lorain County Fair you MAY attend any of the 

scheduled dates below to receive a grade.  
• Youth will select an interview time for each project.  Links to choose interview times 

will be posted on the 4-H Project Resources page soon!

FCS Projects & Early State Judging- July 8, 2025, at New Russia Township Lodge

Ag & Still Life Projects- August 5, 2025, at Lorain County Fairgrounds

Shooting Sports Projects- August 5, 2025, at New Russia Township Lodge

Large Ag Projects- August 16, 2025, at Lorain County Fairgrounds 

Interested in qualifying for State Fair?
Ohio State Fair is held before Lorain County Fair, youth interested in qualifying to compete 
at State Fair MUST have their project evaluated at the July 8th  judging.  

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-project-evaluationjudging-and-exhibit-guidelines
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-project-evaluationjudging-and-exhibit-guidelines


This new option may raise questions or ideas for improvement, and we are working diligently to
enhance the current record book grading process by standardizing book evaluation guidelines 
and scoring requirements.
We hope that this change will help youth have a more rewarding experience in exhibiting 
animals by offering opportunities to participate in Animal School, Skillathon, and AQCA and 
through either Option 1 or Option 2, youth will learn valuable skills that contribute 
to their overall development.                                                                     ~The Educational Boardto their overall development.                                                                     ~The Educational Board

Our goal in offering an interview option for qualification is to provide youth who may have difficulty 
completing the record book with additional opportunities to reach the 15-point qualification threshold.
  Youth who struggle with writing, but still know their project area, can demonstrate their knowledge 
through the poster and interview.
  Youth who struggle with the purpose of record keeping can explain their equipment and feed program 
to the interview judge, receiving feedback on what they have done well and suggestions for continuous 
learning.learning.
  Youth who are interested in diving deeper into the interest areas in the project book will have the 
opportunity to display what they have learned about their project.



Summer Enrollment is Open!!
Summer enrollment runs April 16th- July 1st. Each 4-H club can decide if they will 
accept "summer 4-H members" after the regular 4-H enrollment deadline. Summer 
4-H members may enroll in one project. Summer members are not eligible to
exhibit a live animal at county fair or to compete at State Fair.

Club News- Enrollment

Project Books
Clubs and family orders can be 
placed through our office. Families 
and Club leaders can email, call or 
come in to buy materials. 
Order forms can be found here and 
emailed to Julie, 
mackey.181@osu.edu.

This is the best price for families 
AND our office receives a portion 
of the sale.

Project Book Prices (in office)
Project Books-

Generally, $9.00 each
Resource Books-

Range from $10 - $25

Show your support of 4-H 
with a yard sign!

Signs are available at the 
Extension office next to the 

4-H drop box.
Feel free to take a few. 

mailto:mackey.181@osu.edu
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2025%20Volunteer%20Order%20Form%20number%20order%20fillable.pdf


4-H Boards and Committees
4-H Advisory Board

Provides overall guidance of the 4-H program.  
Focus on membership and volunteer development.

All awards applications are due September 10th.                     
Alumni Award Application
Meritorious Service Award

Ohio Friend of 4-H Award Criteria
4-H Youth Leadership Award Nomination 

4-H Educational Board
Provides oversight of youth educational efforts.  
Focus on county educational opportunities and 

the teen ambassador program.

Educational board is seeking sponsors for 
Skillathon awards. Please see the below form for 

more information.

Lorain Co. Jr. Fair Board
Organizes, conducts, and evaluates 

Lorain County Jr. Fair.

Please see page 12-13 for updates about                  
Junior Fair. 

4-H Endowment Board
Provides guidance of fundraising and fund 
managements.  Focus on Annual Dinner & 

Auction and donor communication.

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-advisory-committee
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-educational-board
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-junior-fair
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-endowment


4-H Educational Board

4-H Skillathon

Event Date Location

Large Animal Skillathon
Goat, Sheep, Swine, Beef, Horse and Dairy

July 7 New Russia Twp. Lodge

FCS & Shooting Sports Skillathon
Food & Nutrition, Sewing & Clothing 

July 8 New Russia Twp. Lodge

Small Animal Skillathon
Dog, Fowl, Cat, Cavy and Rabbit

July 9 New Russia Twp. Lodge

A skillathon contest is an opportunity for youth to gain and demonstrate their 
knowledge and skills in a specific project area.  This year Lorain County will 
offer contests for the projects listed in the chart below. Contestants will rotate 
through three stations in the project area they choose.  

Click on the skillathon name below to register!

2025 Skillathon Project Area Topics  
4-H and FFA youth are invited to begin studying for this year’s events.  Review 
the project station topics to be included in this year’s contest to get started.  

Awards offered this year will include:
• High point Jr. and Sr. in each Project area
• Overall Jr. and Sr. Small Animal Skillathon
• Overall Jr. and Sr. Large Animal Skillathon 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227587-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227587-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227270-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227270-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227265-2025
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4BAFAE29A0FE3-57227265-2025
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Skill-a-thon%20Topics.pdf


 4-H Educational Board 
Lorain County  

 
42110 Russia Rd. 
Elyria, OH 44035 

 
440-326-5851 

www.lorain.osu.edu 
 

Dear Generous Friend of Lorain County 4-H,  

 

The Lorain County 4-H Educational Board is working to create a variety of engaging and educational 

learning opportunities for the youth of our area. From diving deep into animal sciences and care, to 

encouraging creativity in our youth, there are programs for everyone to love. This year, the board will be 

hosting Animal Schools and Skill-a-thons which allow youth to both learn and showcase skills relating to 

their projects. The Educational Board will also be working to support 4-H families as they create safe and 

educational events of their choosing. 

Right now, the Lorain County Educational Board is looking for generous donations from individuals willing 

to sponsor these incredible opportunities. Youth participating in 4-H animal projects and associated 

learning opportunities such as animal schools and Skill-a-thon events gain important life skills such 

as:  responsibility, time management, financial skills, empathy, resilience, problem solving, and decision 

making. By giving to the Educational Board, you will be enabling the board to lend support to 4-H families, 

as well as provide awards and continuous learning opportunities for Lorain County youth. Further, if you 

choose to give, your name will be recognized at the Educational Board booth at the Lorain County Fair. 

We are looking forward to partnering with you in creating these incredible opportunities for our youth! On 

the next page you will find instructions for giving. 

If you feel led to support the Educational Board with a donation of your choosing, please contact Dawn 

Handrosh at (330) 421-6534 or email at dhandrosh@aol.com. 

Sincerely, 

The Lorain County Educational Board 

 

 

mailto:dhandrosh@aol.com


Thank you for your interest in becoming a sponsor of the Lorain County Educational Board! Your donation 

this year will allow us to provide awards to the youth of Lorain County for all their hard work. Donations will 

also be used in funding other Educational Board learning opportunities for the youth of Lorain County. 

Please choose your level of sponsorship, then specify the amount of your generous donation. 

 Emerald— $100+ 

$ 

  Gold— $75-$99 

$ 

 Silver— $50-$74 

$ 

 Bronze— $25-$49 

$ 

We are so grateful for your donation! Please provide the requested information in the blanks below. 

Sponsor Name (Printed): 

Sponsor Phone Number:  

Sponsor Address:  

Sponsor Signature:  

This sponsorship donation may be tax deductible. 

For your donation to be applicable for the 2025 4-H season, please be sure that you have returned this form 

to the Lorain County Extension Office (42110 Russia Rd, Elyria, OH 44035) no later than April 12, 2025. 

Checks made payable to the Lorain County Educational Board.  

Thank you so much for your generous donation to the Lorain County 4-H Educational Board! 



Lorain County Junior Fair

Fair Entry
What is Fair Entry? This is an online system we utilize for Jr. Fair Class Entries. 
Fair Entry is where you will specify type (breed) classes, showmanship classes, 
animal pen requests, and club booth space request etc. 

Fair Entry Resources
Please visit the Lorain County Junior Fair page of our website to view and 
access the following resources:
• 2025 Junior Fair Book
• 2025 Junior Fair Entry Worksheet
• All Department specific forms (Dog Show, BBR, etc.)
• Fair Reference Packet for 4-H Club Volunteers
• FairEntry videos, Tip Sheets, and worksheet

Fair Entry Notes
• 4-H Club Organizational Leaders should create a Fair Entry profile to 

submit 4-H Club Booth and Educational Booth entry requests
• All youth entering BBR classes (Born, Bred, and Raised) must also submit 

an electronic form by July 3rd.  These forms will be available soon at 
https://loraincountyjfb.com/

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-junior-fair
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/2025%20Final%20JFB%20Book.pdf


Lorain County Junior Fair

Congratulations!!
To this year’s Fair book cover 
and T-shirt design contest 
winner! 

Justin Rounds
Next Generation 4-H Club

4-H Club Leaders may stop by the
Extension office to pick up one book per
club family.  Please disseminate at this
month’s club meetings!!

Chicken & Turkey Pullorum Testing
July 26th , 9:00-11:00 am @ Lorain County Fairgrounds

Rabbit Tattooing
Early Rabbit Tattooing- by appointment only
July 23, 2025, 1:00-2:00pm in Barn #4
E-mail loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com to schedule an appointment

Rabbit Tattooing
July 30, 2025, 5:30-7:30pm in Barn #4

Any questions regarding Jr Fair, weighing or tagging please contact 
Sherry at loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com or 440-647-2781 ext. 321

2025 Junior Fair Books are Here!!

mailto:loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com
mailto:loraincountyjuniorfair@gmail.com




2025 4-H Horse Project Requirements
Horse Registration- Thank you to all that met the April 15th deadline!

EquiStep Safety- Thank you to all the met the June 1st deadline!

Project Record Book Evaluation  All youth interested in exhibiting an animal at the 
Lorain County Jr. Fair are required to submit their 4-H Project Book and/or Record 
Book for evaluation. Members must receive at least 15 points to qualify to show at 
the Lorain County Jr. Fair.

4-H youth have two options to complete this evaluation (choose one or the other):

• Submit completed animal project record book for evaluation.
• Attend project interview evaluation with completed book and a poster on one of 

the topics of interest or learning activities from the project book.

Early Animal Book Evaluation- July 7, 2025
Large Animal Project Interview Evaluation- July 7, 2025
Small Animal Project Interview Evaluation- July 9, 2025
Final Animal Book Evaluation- July 21, 2025

Tip sheets and Scoresheets are available on the 4-H Project Resources page of the 4-
H website, lorain.osu.edu

Workshops, Clinics, and other learning Opportunities
4-H Horse “School” Clinics for small equine, saddle horse & draft

June 26, 2025, 6:00-8:00pm, Lorain County Fairgrounds

July 24, 2025, 6:00-8:00pm, Lorain County Fairgrounds

Click here to be directed to the online 
registration: https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bCIMlAnaTcGBJ4i

All 4-H “Schools” include a fee to assist in covering program area costs.

Lead organizers are Rick & Mindy Ternes: 440-669-0097

Horse Happenings

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-project-evaluationjudging-and-exhibit-guidelines
https://lorain.osu.edu/home
https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_bCIMlAnaTcGBJ4i


JFB Requirements
Show Requirement- JFB Premium Book, page 43, rule 6.

“To be eligible to exhibit an equine at county fair the junior fair exhibitor and horse 
must have participated in at least one Horse Show, clinic with horse or PAS show and 
turn in a show bill signed by show staff or judge. Proof of show, clinic with horse, or 
PAS must be provided to the junior fair office by August 1st.”

Measurements- JFB Premium Book, page 43, rule 8.

“All small equine/small pony must have measurements on file at the extension office 
by August 1st. Any horse under 5 has to be measured yearly. Horses age 6 and above 
either need a permanent card on file or to have been measured by Jr. Fair Board in the 
past. Jr. Fair Board will provide measurements for horses under 5 or any horse 
needing to be measured at Horse School.”

JFB will be available to take mini horse measurements at both Horse “School” 
Clinics and the 4-H Show on June 21, 2025

For more information visit: https://www.amha.org/how-to-measure

Body Condition Scoring (BCS)- is back!

All equine projects must have a body condition score of 4-6 on JFB file by August 1st 
from a licensed veterinarian.

JFB and the fair vet will be available to access BCS at both Horse “School” Clinics.

For more information on body condition scoring 
visit, https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/as-1024

Horse Happenings

Show Opportunities
4-H Sponsored
Small Equine & Pony Show sponsored 
by Another 4-H Club & Amherst Critters & 
Such

June 21, 2025, at the Lorain County 
Fairgrounds

Show Bill

Local Horse Club’s and 
Associations
Local opportunities are posted on the 
Horse Project Resources page of the 
website. Please send links, showbills, 
and information regarding shows 
to baca.30@osu.edu to be added to this 
page.

https://www.amha.org/how-to-measure
https://ohioline.osu.edu/factsheet/as-1024
https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/Horse_Information/2025%20LC%20SESP%20SHow.pdf
mailto:baca.30@osu.edu


Paw Prints
2025 Dog Program requirements
Thank you to all 4-H Youth that met the following requirements:
• Vaccination records for each project dog 
• Attended a safety clinic

Please remember you have until August 1st to meet the following JFB requirement:
• Attend and participate in at least 2 Dog shows or approved educational events

Check out the 4-H Dog Forms and 
Resources page on our website for 
the most current information 
regarding upcoming Dog Project 
opportunities!

4-H Dog Program 
Coordinators
Tammy Zifcak
mamosa.tz@gmail.com, 
440-935-3727

Andrea Cuson
j.cuson@yahoo.com

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/DogInformation/2022%20County%20ID%20Form%20Vacc%20Cert.pdf
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-dog-forms-and-resources
https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/4-h-dog-forms-and-resources


Paw Prints
How has Lorain County 4-H Influenced your career?

Dr. Madison Bolin, Virginia Equine PLLC 
I grew up in Grafton, Ohio and was active in 4-H including dogs, horses, chickens, rabbits, 
and pigs.  Lorain county 4-H programs have influenced my career as an equine 
veterinarian and still remind me of why I love this job.  The projects taught me animal 
husbandry along with instilling the responsibility of animal care- both of which I practice 
daily as a vet.  They taught me leadership and communication skills- paving the way for 
my client interactions and mu confidence in making tough decisions when needed,  
Record keeping was (and still is!) an important skill-from my projects to my now patients- 
it’s imperative to have detailed and accurate records to refer to.  It was always and the 
animal- and still is.  Somewhere along, we all fell in love with a dog (or horse, steer, 
chicken, etc.) and never looked back.









Does your animal and you need some  

show ring practice? 

 

Join the Large Animal Teen Ambassadors and Penfield Partners 4-H Club at Lorain County Fairgrounds 

Cattle (steers, feeders, beef breeding, and dairy females) 

Sheep 

Goats 

Dates: June 26 

 July 10 

 Aug 7 

Time: Sheep and goats 6-7 pm 

 Cattle 7-8 pm 

 

Where: Cattle Place Show Barn #4 

 

Animals need to be show broke and ready to practice showmanship. The Large Animal Teen 
Ambassadors and affiliate families are not responsible for any loose animals or damages. 

Bring your show equipment and work with skilled teens on your showmanship skills. 

 

RSVP to Dawn Handrosh at 330-421-6534 or dhandrosh@aol.com 

 

mailto:dhandrosh@aol.com


FRIDAY, AUGUST 22, 2025             LORAIN COUNTY FAIR
           2:00 - 4:00 PM                   ROSS EXPOSITION CENTER

Upcoming at the Lorain County Fair is a new show - The 
Champions Drive. This animal showmanship show partners a 

4-H Jr Fair Exhibitor and their animal with an area youth 
(ages 6-22) who have physical/intellectual differences or 

disabilities. The youth will get to show an animal at the fair 
with the help their 4-H partner. Don’t let the size of a cow (or 

sheep) scare you, this is for all abilities! Your partner will 
guide you in the show ring.

The Champions Drive thechampionsdrive1@gmail.com

https://tinyurl.com/ChampionsDrive

For more information and to sign up for this NO-COST event, scan 
the QR code or use this link:  

(registration due June 30, 2025)

Ever wanted to show an animal at the fair? 

YOU CAN!



Registration Opens July 1st!

https://osu.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_eD74FxfXVo8jxT8


 

LORAIN COUNTY FAIR 
23000 Fairgrounds Road, Wellington, OH  44090 

 (440) 647-2781  
loraincountyfair.com  •  cnikel@loraincountyfair.com 

 

HAY BALE CONTEST 
Rules and Regulations 

Fair Dates:  August 17 - 24, 2025 
 

• Open to groups, clubs, businesses, individuals.  No political promotion. 

• Must submit the entry form at the bottom of this page by August 7.  

• Decorated hay bales must be set up no later than Friday, August 15 @ noon.  If using donated bales, they 
will be ready to be decorated by Friday, August 8, weather permitting.  Once your bales are placed, you will 
receive a phone call or email with the location by Saturday, August 9 @ noon. 

• Once your entry is finished, ONE picture of the final decorated bale, with the description name, must 
be sent to cnikel@loraincountyfair.com by August 15 @ noon to be included in online voting. 

• Judging Starts:  Friday, August 15 @ noon.  Winners announced no later than Monday, August 18. 

• If you want your decorations and/or bale(s), they must be removed no later than Tuesday, August 26. 

• There will be a limited number of donated bales on a first come, first serve basis.  Donated bales are 4’ x 5’ 
round.  No more than four donated bales per person or organization.  We usually run out of donated bales, so 
please don’t ask for more than you will use and submit your entry form as soon as possible. 

• We will set the bales; you must stabilize to avoid tipping or rolling.  Anything deemed unsafe or inappropriate 
will be removed. 

• Entries will be placed throughout the fairgrounds at our discretion although you can request a preferred location. 

• No lights or illumination unless solar lighting. 

• Entries cannot be larger than 12 feet wide and 15 feet long. 

• Prize money:  1st place - $150; 2nd place - $100; 3rd place - $75; 4th place - $50.  

• Any questions, please call Charisse Nikel, Fair Secretary, at (440) 647-2781. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
YES!  We will be submitting an entry in the 2025 Lorain County Fair Hay Bale Contest. 

 

Name ____________________________________________   Contact Number  _________________________ 
 

Organization Name (if any) ____________________________________________________________________ 
 

Check Payable To (if you win a prize)  ___________________________________________________________ 
 

Mailing Address__________________________________ City/State/Zip________________________________ 
 

Email Address ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of Bales You Will Use*_______ (maximum 4)               Check Here If You DO NOT Need Donated Bales 
     *please check website to be sure bales are still available – it will be updated to indicate they are gone 
 

Brief Description of Entry______________________________________________________________________ 
if you need them stacked, include a diagram of how you want them placed – changes will not be made once placed 

 

Please return to Lorain County Fair, 23000 Fairgrounds Road, Wellington, Ohio  44090  
or email to cnikel@loraincountyfair.com 

 

Entry forms must be received no later than August 7, 2025 

2024 Hay Bale Winner –  
Elyria Precious Pups 

 
 

mailto:loraincountyfair.com
mailto:cnikel@loraincountyfair.com


Upcoming STATE Opportunities
Please note the upcoming state updates, deadlines, workshops, and clinics for 4-H youth 
and volunteers.  These will be listed as we become aware of the opportunities.  Click 
event descriptions to be directed to additional information.  

Helpful 4-H Web Pages

Ohio 4-H: https://ohio4h.org/ 
Animal Sciences: https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences 
Career Pathways: https://ohio4h.org/workforce-development 
Healthy Living: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/healthy-living 
Shooting Sports: https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/ohio-4-h-shooting-sports 
Cloverbuds: https://ohio4h.org/families/cloverbuds 
Just for Teens: https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens 
Ohio 4-H Camping Programs: https://ohio4h.org/camp 

National 4-H: https://4-h.org/
Shop 4-H: https://shop4-h.org/ 

Description Date Location

Spark EXPO June 11-14 4-H Center, Columbus

Shooting Sports Camp – Junior June 13-15 Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in 
Jackson, Ohio

Ohio 4-H Dog Skillathon June 17 OSF, Voinovich Livestock Center

National Shooting Sports 
Championships

June 22-27 Grand Island, Nebraska

STEM Camp at Canters Cave June 29-July 1 Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in 
Jackson, Ohio

Shooting Sports Camp – Senior July 13-18 Canter’s Cave 4-H Camp in 
Jackson, Ohio

SEA Camp July 14-18 Kelleys Island

Ohio 4-H Livestock Skillathons July 14 - August 1 OSF, Voinovich Livestock Center

Ohio State Fair July 23 - August 3 Columbus, Ohio

https://ohio4h.org/
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences
https://ohio4h.org/workforce-development
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/healthy-living
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/ohio-4-h-shooting-sports
https://ohio4h.org/families/cloverbuds
https://ohio4h.org/families/just-teens
https://ohio4h.org/camp
https://4-h.org/
https://shop4-h.org/
https://ohio4h.org/workforce-development/4-h-spark-expo
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/ohio-4-h-animal-sciences-program/ohio-4-h-skillathons
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/ohio-4-h-shooting-sports
https://ohio4h.org/statewide-programs/ohio-4-h-shooting-sports
https://4hcanterscave.osu.edu/events/calendar/specialty-camps/4-h-stem-camp
https://ohio4h.org/families/members/events-opportunties/shooting-sports/4-h-shooting-ed-camp
https://ohio4h.org/camp/sea-camp
https://ohio4h.org/animalsciences/ohio-4-h-animal-sciences-program/ohio-4-h-skillathons
https://ohio4h.org/families/ohio-state-fair
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