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Headline News
We Grow Leaders for Ohio 4-H Week!
This year’s Ohio 4-H theme—Grows Leaders—builds on our mission of inspiring curiosity, 
fueling adventure, and building lifelong skills to grow tomorrow’s leaders today. Last week 
we celebrated the impact of 4-H and recognize the youth, volunteers, professionals, and 
friends who help Lorain County 4-H thrive.

Designated in state law for the first time through House Bill 65, Ohio 4-H Week will now 
be observed annually during the week ending with the second Saturday of March. The 
2026 theme, “Grows Leaders,” reflects the mission of Ohio 4-H to inspire curiosity, fuel 
adventure and build lifelong skills that prepare young people to lead in their communities 
and careers.

“Ohio 4-H Week celebrates the spirit of community that makes 4-H thrive. From clubs and 
camps to classrooms and county fairs, 4-H brings people together with a shared 
commitment to learning, leadership and service. We are proud to support a program that 
strengthens every corner of our state,” said Crystal Ott, Ohio 4-H Foundation director.

You can get into the spirit of Ohio 4-H Week and ensure that we continue to Grow Leaders 
by completing your online enrollment for the 2026 4-H program year today. Through 4-H, 
youth participate in hands-on, experiential learning activities that help them grow into 
caring, competent, confident leaders of tomorrow, all while having fun and forming 
friendships that will last a lifetime!

We are building a ready generation in a world of change by offering opportunities and 
experiences that shape youth into their full, authentic selves, enabling them to shine both 
now and in the future. With your support, we equip youth with skills for the future while 
meeting them where they are today.

To learn more about how to get started in 4-H, visit lorain.osu.edu and click on 4-H Youth 
Development. There, you can find information about the various community clubs in our 
County and learn how to select a project. Enrollment can be completed on 4-H Online 
through April 15. Please contact Jacki Baca at baca.30@osu.edu or 440-326-5851 with any 
questions.

Finally, don’t forget to show your support for Lorain County 4-H by making a gift to our 
Endowment fund! All donations directly support Lorain County 4-H programming to 
ensure all youth may grow as leaders!

https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general_assembly_136/legislation/hb65/05_EN/pdf/
https://ohio4h.org/
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4-H Educational Board

Board Updates

Introducing 4-H Spark Clubs! 
Short-Term Learning. Big Fun. New Discoveries.

We’re excited to launch 4-H Spark Clubs—short, hands-on learning 
experiences designed to help youth explore a specific 4-H project or topic. 
These opportunities are perfect for trying something new without a long 
commitment!

What Are Spark Clubs?
Spark Clubs are small, focused learning adventures where youth dive into a 
single area—like cooking, robotics, gardening, arts, animals, or anything that 
sparks curiosity. They’re open to all youth and typically last just a few sessions.

Youth & Families: Come Find Your Spark!
Spark Clubs are a great way to explore interests, meet new friends, and build 
new skills. Watch for upcoming topics and join in the fun!

Volunteers: Share Your Passion!
Have a hobby or skill you love? Consider leading a Spark Club! It’s flexible, 
short-term, and a meaningful way to inspire youth. We’ll support you every 
step of the way.

Let’s Spark Something Great!
We can’t wait to see the creativity and excitement Spark Clubs bring to our 4-H 
community. Contact our office if you’d like to lead a club or learn more!

For additional information on 4-H Spark Clubs, visit the 4-H Educational Board 
page of our website.  
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Board Updates
Lorain County 4-H Thank You Card Contest: 
Celebrating Creativity & Gratitude

It’s time once again for our Lorain County 4-H members to put their creativity to work in the annual 4-H 
Thank You Card Design Contest! This beloved tradition invites youth to design note cards that will be 
used by clubs and members throughout the year to express thanks to donors, sponsors, livestock buyers, 
speakers, and community supporters.

A Chance to Be Published
All Lorain County 4-H members in 3rd grade and above are eligible to submit their original, hand-drawn 
artwork for consideration. Three winning designs—one each from the Junior (3rd–5th grade), 
Intermediate (6th–8th grade), and Senior (9th–12th grade) divisions—will be selected and 
professionally printed into note cards for countywide use.

Each winner will receive:

One dozen printed note cards and envelopes featuring their design
A 4-H pen set
Their name printed on the back of the card for design credit

Cloverbuds Get a Spotlight Too
Our youngest 4-H members aren’t left out! While Cloverbuds are not part of the judged competition, 
they are encouraged to submit artwork for a Special Cloverbud Showcase. Every Cloverbud creation will 
be proudly displayed at the Lorain County Fair, celebrating the creativity and enthusiasm of our future 
leaders.

Design Guidelines

• To keep the contest fair and consistent, all entries must follow these rules:
• Artwork must be hand drawn and created only in black ink, marker, or felt-tip pen
• Designs must fit on a 4" x 5¼" card
• Computer-generated images, tracings, and stamps are not allowed
• The design must include “4-H” or the 4-H emblem
• Artwork should not be fair-specific, as cards are used year-round
• Do not put your name directly on the design—names belong only on the entry form

All submitted designs become the property of the Lorain County 4-H Endowment Board, which proudly 
funds this program.

How to Participate
Complete guidelines and entry form are housed on the Endowment page of our website.  Entry deadline 
is May 14th

Visit the Thank You Booth at the Fair
During fair week, all 4-H’ers are invited to stop by the Thank You Booth to write notes of appreciation 
using the designs created by fellow members. It’s a wonderful way to practice gratitude while supporting 
our community partners.

https://lorain.osu.edu/program-areas/4-h-youth-development/lorain-county-4-h-endowment
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Board Updates

Market Lamb and Goat Tagging
Early tagging May 7, 6:00-7:00pm
May 9, 9:00-11:30am 
Weigh-in will only be available on May 9th

Market Rabbit Tattooing
Early tattooing July 22 by appointment only
July 29, 5:30-7:30pm

Congratulations to the 2026 JFB Adult Consultants

Swine- David Bremke
Horse- Ali Butler 
Fowl- Richard Bernhardt
Goat- Frank Krupka, Jr. 
Dairy- Joe Klier
Sheep- Erin Keyse

Beef- Allison Vilagi
Special Events- Jenna Calfo
Ag-Home Ec- Pat Klingshirn
Rabbit/Small Animal- Renee Burns

Pullorum Testing
Early testing- Chicken ONLY July 23, 5:00-6:00am
All Fowl July 25, 9:00-11:00am

Possession clarification
Pet or Breeding Rabbit: May 1, 2026
Market Rabbit: July 29, 2026

2026 Lorain County Junior Fair T-Shirt Design Contest
Calling all creative youth! The Lorain County Junior Fair Board invites eligible members ages 18 and under 
to submit their original artwork for the 2026 Junior Fair T-Shirt Design Contest.

Who Can Enter?
Current members of these Jr. Fair organizations: 4-H, FFA, FCCLA, Farm Bureau Youth, and Campfire USA.
(Note: 4-H Cloverbuds are not eligible.)

Awards:
1st Place: Sweatshirt or T-shirt with the winning design + $25 prize
2nd Place: Sweatshirt or T-shirt with the winning design
3rd Place: T-shirt with the winning design

Deadline: March 15, 2026
Entries must be received on or before this date.

Complete guidelines and online submission are housed on the JFB website.
Unleash your creativity—and you could see your artwork worn all across the fairgrounds this summer!

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflSTRA-BwDfw7liYZ5lO1VuxEbxWtLs5vzIhP9MNuAZUzbDw/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawQhUidleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeR8hRlRH8A_hOsHx1UOv6FyHUzv66uh6ZKIEvSqXhmKlYvQ7ljTHvTYuhso8_aem_P0GzwDXtYNF09BQhhfcz6A
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4-H Camp
Cloverbud Day Camp- $60
June 23 & 24, 2026 (2 days)
New Russia Township Lodge
For youth ages 5 (and completed Kindergarten) 
through 8 (and completed the second grade).  
Each day will focus on hands-on learning,
games,  and making new friends!

Sew Fun Camp- $60
June 23-25, 2026 (3 days)
New Russia Township Lodge
For youth enrolled in beginning sewing projects and ages 9 (and completed 3rd grade) 
through 14.  This is a great opportunity for youth to learn from local sewing experts and 
work on project garments for project judging!

Jr. Day Camp- $90
June 16-18, 2026 (3 days) – Hidden Hollow Camp
For youth ages 9 (and completed 3rd grade) through
14 (and completed the 8th grade).  Fishing, shooting 
sports, paracord crafts, and outdoor games are just 
a few of the fun hands-on activities our counselors 
may plan for this year’s camp!

Jr. Residential Camp- $350
July 6-10, 2026
Erie County 4-H Camp on Kelleys Island
For youth ages 9 (and completed 3rd grade) through 14 (and completed the 8th grade).  
Water activities, shooting sports, crafts, outdoor games, evening games, dances, and 
campfires are just a few of the fun hands-on activities our counselors may plan for this year’s 
camp!
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Upcoming SERVICE Opportunities

North Coast Inland Trail Litter Pick-up
Lorain County 4-H has committed to litter pick-up twice a year on the portion of the North 
Coast Inland Trail (NCIT) that runs through our County.  This 13-mile-long stretch winds 
between Elyria and Kipton.  We encourage our clubs to take advantage of this fun 
community service opportunity and sign-up  for one section clean-up in April and October.  
Sign up your club for a trail section by calling the Ag Center at 440-326-5851.  For specific 
requirements and trail locations review our Adopt the Trail with 4-H handout.  To learn 
more about the NCIT, visit the Lorain County Metro Parks website.  

Industrial Parkway to Murray Ridge Rd.
Murray Ridge Rd. to Russia Rd.
Russia Rd. to Butternut Ridge Rd.
Butternut Ridge Rd. to East Lorain St.
East Lorain St. to South Pleasant St.
South Pleasant to Pyle South Amherst Rd.
Pyle South Amherst Rd. to Quarry Rd.
Quarry Rd. to Gifford Rd.
Gifford Rd. to Baird Rd.  

https://lorain.osu.edu/sites/lorain/files/imce/Program_Pages/4H/North%20Coast%20Inland%20Trail%20Litter%20Pick-up.pdf
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Upcoming STATE Opportunities
For the most current Ohio 4-H Events, visit ohio4h.org 

For a full list of Ohio 4-H Camping opportunities click here. 

March
3/7 | Horseapalooza (clinic) and Horse Communications Contest
3/8-14 | Ohio 4-H Week
3/21 | Ohio 4-H Conference
3/24-3/29 | Citizenship Washington Focus
3/25-3/29 | Ignite by 4-H
TBD | Ohio Youth Poultry Clinic (Columbus, OH)
TBD | Ohio Youth Poultry Clinic (Wooster, OH)

April
4/4 | Sew Ohio
4/10-4/15 | National 4-H Conference
4/13 | Ohio Youth Institute
4/18 | Dairy Palooza
4/18-4/19 | Forestry and Wildlife Conservation Camp
4/19-4/30 | Global Immersion Project (Greece)
4/24-4/26 | Spring Shooting Sports Instructor Workshop

May
5/15 | 4-H Event Youth Assistant Applications Due

https://ohio4h.org/home
https://ohio4h.org/camp
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